336                   THE POSITION AND SPIEIT

gloriously dismissed. Nay more, should a sepoy have
become a Christian, which occasionally happened, he
was, ipso facto, incapacitated for further service in the
army, and was obliged to quit the ranks immediately,
as a man whose conduct had disqualified him for mili-
tary duty. So watchful was the Government over the
honour of Hindooism, of Moslemism, and of Parseeism,
and so reckless in the abandonment of its own!

Need I state the consequences? Unrecognised by
the Government of the country, banished from every
office of 'dignity, and ignominiously treated by many
officials, what wonder if the people, generally regarded
the native Christians with disfavour, and, while re-
specting their principles, were inclined to despise them
for the sacrifices they had made ? Cast out by their
relatives and friends, and neglected by the Government,
surely it was a hard position to be placed in. They
were thus, in the majority of instances, thrown on the
world without any means of livelihood whatever. Of
course the missionaries cared for their wants, and en-
deavoured to procure them employment by which they
might subsist But, nevertheless, the result was irre-
sistible. The ejection of the native Christians froni
their families, and the dishonour heaped upon them in
various directions, sanctioned and practised by the au-
thorities themselves, caused the position they occupied
to be necessarily one of much degradation. They were
branded by tlieir fellow-countrymen and by the ruling
power as a contemptible and incapable race.

It is true that Government officials, in their private